
§ 55-11-185 	 AERONAUTICS 

§ 55-11-185. Airport district property may not be annexed - condi­
tions. 

No municipality may annex any real property owned by the district without 
prior written approval of the commission. 

HISTORY: 1995 Act No. 99, § 2, ell' June 12. 1995. 

§ 55-11-220. Property not barrier to contiguity for annexation pur­
poses. 

No such airport district property shall be a barrier to the contiguity require­
ments for the purposes of annexation. Any municipality or political subdivision 
which is contiguous to property owned by such multi-county airport district may 
annex, as provided by law, any property contiguous to such airport district 
property. Provided. that this provision shall be applicable to annexations taking 
place after October 1. 1994. 

HISTORY; 1995 Act No. 99, § 3, ell' June 12, 1995. 

§ 55-11-230. Designation of airport environs area; creation of Green­
ville-Spartanburg airport environs planning commission. 

(A)( l) An area designated as the airport environs area is created within the 
district for purposes of assuring land uses compatible with airport operations. 
The airport environs area consists of all property contained within the rect­
angular area described as follows: ." 

All property situate within 32,200 feet southwest of the centerpoint of 
the existing airport runway (being 7,600 feet in length), and 36,658 feet 
northeast of the centerpoint of the existing airport runway, and 5,280 feet 
northwest of the centerpoint of the existing airport runway, and 9,580 feet 
southeast of the centerpoint of the existing airport runway. 

(2) Within the boundaries of the airport environs area described above, 
there is designated a sub-area which may require different landuse and build­
ing performance standards. This sub-area shall conform to the area described 
in the Air Installation Compatible Use Zone pursuant to DODINST 4165.57 
established by the United States Air Force applicable to runways 3L-21 R 
(11,000 feet) and the proposed parallel runways 3R-21 L (8,500 feet) includ­
ing the CLEAR ZONES, ACCIDENT POTENTIAL ZONE I, and the ACCI­
DENT POTENTIAL ZONE II. Specifically, the sub-area includes all property 
1,000 feet to each side of the runway centerlines and in a corridor 3,000 feet 
(l,500 feet either side of the runway centerlines) wide, extending from the 
runway thresholds along the extended runway centerlines for a distance of 
15.000 feet, and shall include the property located between the two corridors. 

(B)(l) There is created the Greenville-Spartanburg Airpprt Environs Plan­
ning Commission, the "Airport Environs Planning Commission", consisting 
of eleven voting members, which have the powers enumerated herein, and 
which must be separately constituted from the Greenville-Spartanburg Air­
port Commission, as follows: . 

(a) two members representing and appointed py the City of Greer, one 
of whom also must be a resident of Greenville County and one of whom 
also must be a resident of Spartanburg County; 

(b) two members representing and appointed by Spartanburg County; 

(c) one member representing and appointed by the Town of Duncan; 

(d) 	one member representing and appointed by the Town of Lyman; 
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(e) two. members representing and appo.inted by Greenville Co.unty; 
(f) o.ne member representing and appo.inted by the City o.f Mauldin; 
(g) all members must be appo.inted o.r reappo.inted biennially by the ap­

po.inting co.unty o.r municipality; 
(h) two. members must be appo.inted o.r reappo.inted biennially by the 

Greenville-Spartanburg Airpo.rt District, o.ne fro.m Spartanburg Co.unty. 

and o.ne fro.m Greenville Co.unty. . 
If the members are elected members o.f the co.unty o.r municipal go.verning 

bo.dy o.r members o.f the district. each such representative shall serve ex o.fficio. 

ami with full vo.ting privileges. 
(2) If any new municipality is created where its bo.undaries are who.lly o.r 


partially' within the airpo.rt enviro.ns area, o.r if any existing municipality 

extends its co.rpo.rate bo.undaries into the airpo.rt enviro.ns area, that munici­

pality beco.mes entitled to. appo.int a member o.f the Airpo.rt Enviro.ns Plan­

ning Co.mmissio.n with a representative appointed as described in subitem (g) 

o.f item (I) o.f this subsectio.n, and the membership shall expand acco.rdingly. 

(3) The Airpo.rt Enviro.ns Planning Co.mmissio.n is charged with the respo.n­

sibility o.f: .' .' . 
(a) develo.ping a co.o.rdinated co.mprehensive land use plan fo.r the airpo.rt 

c::nviro.ns area in a manner co.nsistentwith the' pro.cess referred to in the 
So.uth Caro.lina Lo.cal Go.vernment Comprehensive Planning Enabling Act 
o.f 1994 mntained in Article 3, Chapter 29, Title 6; ho.wever, o.nce the 
Airpo.rt Enviro.ns Planning Co.mmissio.n has ado.pted a land use plan, no. 
further actio.n by any o.ther co.mmissio.n o.r go.verning bo.dy is necessary in 
o.rder to. give effect to. the regulatio.ns thereby ado.pted; . 

(b) updating the land use plan to. reflect changes in the airpo.rt enviro.ns 

area and the uses o.f the airpo.'rt; and . 
(c) mo.nito.ring the administratio.~ o.f and co.mpliance with the plan by the 

affectedco.unties and municipalities. The co.mmissio.n's actio.ns are to. as­
sure that land use within the airpo.rt ehviro.ns area is co.mpatible with no.ise, 
health. safety. and welfare co.nsideratio.ns arising fro.m the o.peration o.f the 
district. The initial meeting o.f the Airpo.rt Enviro.ns Planning Co.mmissio.n 
must be held within fo.rty-five:days o.f the effective date o.f this sectio.n. 

(4) By January 31, 1996, the Airpo.rt Enviro.~s Planning Co.mmissio.n shall 
develo.p a unifo.rm land use plan and unifo.rm building perfo.rmance standards 
fo.r the ,airpo.rt enviro.ns area, submit them fo.r review and Co.mment to. the 
go.verning bo.dy o.f each po.litical subdivisio.n represented o.n the Airport 
Enviro.ns Planning Co.mmissio.n, as well as the So.uth Caro.lina Department of 
Co.mmerce and the Federal Aviatio.n Administratio.n, co.nduct public hearings 
pursuant to. Article 3, Chapter 29, Title 6, o.n the pro.po.sed unifo.rm plan and 
standards. After receiving co.mments and co.nducting hearings, the Airport 
Enviro.ns Planning Co.mmissio.n shall ado.pt a land use plan and building per­
fo.rmance standards to. be effective thro.ugho.ut the airpo.rt enviro.ns area and 
enforced fully and witho.ut amendment by' each po.litical subdivisio.n repre­
sented o.n the Airpo.rt Enviro.ns Planning Co.mmissio.n. The Airpo.rt Environs 
Planning Co.mmissio.n, by majo.rity o.f all vo.ting members. may extend the 
January 31. 1996. deadline fo.r a reaso.nable perio.d o.f time no.t to. exceed be- . 
yo.nd March 31, 1996, fo.r the co.mpletio.n o.f these tasks. Each po.litical 
subdivision shall enfo.rce the unifo.rm plan and standards as an 'o.verlay zo.ne', 
identifying areas subject to. regulatio.n which are supplementary tQ the exist-
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§ 55-11-230 AERONAUTICS 

ing regulations' ofthat political subdivision, or as new or superseding provi. 
sions to that political subdivision's ordinances. If there is a conflict between 
the provisions adopted by the Airport Environs Planning Commission under 
this section or regulations of a political subdivision applicable to the airport 
environs area, then the provisions adopted by the Airport Environs Planning 
Commission under this section shall govern. If a uniform land use plan or 
uniform building performance standards are not developed by the Airport 
Environs Planning Commission in the manner provided in this section, any of 
the entities represented on the Airport Environs Planning Commission may 
file an action for relief, including mandamus or injunctive relief, in the Circuit 
Court for Greenville or Spartanburg County, to require adoption of the plan, 
or standards, or both, as directed by this section. Such· an action must be 
brought within sixty days of the deadline as set forth above. 

(5) The Airport Environs Planning Commission shall organize itself, elect­
ing one of its members as chairman and one of its members as vice chairman. 
whose terms must be for two years. It shall appoint a secretary. who mayor 
may not be a member, but who must be a representative or employee of the 
Airport District. The secretary shall give notice of all meetings to all members 
of the Airport Environs Planning Commission at least three business days 
prior to the meeting. 

(6) The Airport Environs Planning Commission shall provide for the keep­
ing of minutes of its proceedings which shall be a public record. A majority 
of the voting, members of the Airport Environs Planning Commission shall 
constitute a quorum. A quorum shall be present before any business is 
conducted, other than the rescheduling of the meeting. A member must be 
present to vote. All decisions shall be by majority vote of the members pres­
ent and voting. The Airport Environs Planning Commission, as it considers 
appropriate, may utilize committees and subcommittees. The general admin­
istrative expenses of the Airport Environs Planning Commission shall be 
borne by the Greenville-Spartanburg Airport District. A budget for such ex· 
penses shall be developed by the Airport Environs Planning Commission to 
include anticipated costs for consultan~s. . 

(7) The Airport Environs Planning Commission is subje<:t to the provisions 
of the Freedom of Information Act as contained. in Chapter 4, Title 30. 

(8) The Airport Environs Planning Commission shall work w,ith the Green­
ville and Spartanburg County Planning Commissions and the 'planning com­
mission of each affected municipality in the performance of its duties as 
outlined in item (4) of this subsection. The costs of the services of consult­
ants and advisors, other than provided for in the budget, rendered to the 
Airport Environs Planning Commission at the request of a specific member 
must be borne by that member unless otherwise approved by the Airport 
Environs Planning Commission. 

(9) In deVeloping the uniform land use plan and uniform building stan­
dards, the Airport Environs Planning Commission shall specifically address, 
among other items, the following specific issues: 

(a) the providing of record nmice to property owners of the fact that their 
property is within the airport environs area; 

(b) density criteria for the airport environs area; 
(c) sound abatement permit and building criteria; 
(d) incompatible use criteria and definition for the sub-area and the 

remaining property within the airport environs area; 
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PARTICULAR AIRPORTS § 55-11-230 

(e) height restriction criteria; 

(f) lighting hazard criteria within the airport ~environs area; " 

(g) applicable FAA and state re'gula~ions for airport activities and opera­
tions; , ' 

(h) in the airport environs' area not included in the sub-area, ~ method 
by which landowners may seek variances or exemptions from the plans or 
standards by executing in recordable form avigation easements, releases, or 
other' appropriate documentation in a form approved, by the Airport 
Environs Planning Commission; , 

(i) application and review p~ocesses for building permits;" 

G> the providing of ongoing notice to the Airport Environs Planning 
Commission and each of its members of pending zoning or permitting 
requests and other actions in the affected counties and municipalities to as­
sure that each member has notice and the opportunity to be heard with re­
spect to such actions; 

(k) enforcement and penalty provisions, including injunctive relief; 

(I) the utilization of fees to be imposed to defray costs for services and 
attendant expenses involved in the administration of the regulations; 

, (m) the development of uniform standards for regulating nonconforming 
uses; and ' ' 

(n) the uses in' the'airp~rt ~rivironsarea and the sub~area based on future 
projected uses of the aiiportwhich are not compatible and should not be 
permitted, which are basically iJicompatible and should be discouraged, and 
which are generally compatible with some limitations or restrictions. Such 
determination shall take into account the public safety and public welfare 
findings set forth in Section 1 hereOf. Such determinations"aie to conform 
to and be consistent' with noise and overllight zone-compatible land use 
recommendations of federal and state authorities, inCluding specifically 
policies established by the United States Air Force pursuant to PODINST 
4165.57Air lrisiallatio'n Compatible Use Zone (AICUZ). theusesrecom­
mended in the 1993 Greenvilie~Spartanburg Development Plan adopted by 
the county plam'ting commissions; and the South Carolina Department of 
Commerce. Aviation Divi,sion.' " , ' , 

(l0) Following the adoption of the uniform land use plan arid ~niform 
building and performance standards by the Airport Environs Planning Com­
mission, each political subdivision is responsible for the implementation and 
administration of the uniform provisions within its jurisdiction, including all 
administrative costs incurred in connection therewith. The district shall pay 
for any exceptional administrative costs determined by the Airport Envtrons 
Planning Commission. and agreed to by the district. to be direct and reason­
able costs resulting from any special task required in the administration of the 
uniform plan and building performance standards. Additionally, the district 
shall pay for the reasonable 'administrative expenses involved in the monitJr­
ing activities described in subitem (c) of item (3) of this subsection. The 
Airport Environs Planning Commission shall meet at least annually to review 
the administration of the uniform plan and building performance standards 
by the member bodies. to consider issues which may require modifications or 
additions to the uniform provisions. to recommend appropriate studies to 
evaluate the effectiveness of the objectives of the uniform provisions. to 
consider future activities of the district and the impact of the same upon the 
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§ 55-11-230 AERONAUTICS 

airport environs area, and conduct such other business as may be appropri­
ate. Based upon these activities, the Airport Environs Planning Commission 
may determine a need for amendments to the uniform provisions. Amend­
ments shall be made in accord with the same uniform provisions on conduct­
ing hearings and submitting for review and comments for the initial uniform 
land use plan and uniform building performance standards. 

(ll)(a) In connection with the administration of the uniform provisions by 
any member political subdivision, the Airport Environs Planning Commis­
sion as a whole or any of its member bodies individually or collectively, 
including the district, have standing to appear and support or oppose the 
proposed action of the particular political subdivision involved and have 
the same standing to appeal this action as the affecte~ political subdivision 
or the affected landowner would have under Article 5, Chapter 29, Title 6. 

(b) Affected property owners or other aggrieved parties have the same 
standing to appeal rights with respect to a decision by a member political 
subdivision pursuant to its administration of the uniform provisions as 
property owners or aggrieved parties have in accordance with the appeal 
processes provided in Article 5, Chapter 29. Title 6. 
(12) A lawful use which exists on the date of adoption by the Airport 

Environs Planning Commission of the uniform provisions required by this 
section and which is inconsistent with the provisions of the uniform land use 
plan or uniform performance building standards is exempt from the uniform 
provisions, and any regulation created by these uniform provisions may not " 
require the removal or alteration of any structure that, as it exists when the 
uniform provisions are adopted, did not conform to that regulation. 

(13) All costs, fees, or awards, or any combination of these, arising from or 
as a result of any action of the Airport Environs Planning Commission or the 
enforcement of the uniform provisions enacted pursuant to this section in 
excess of any state or federal funds received to defray such costs, fees, or 
awards must be borne by the counties in which the Greenville-Spartanburg 
Airport District is located; provided, however, any municipality or county 
administering the comprehensive land use plan and uniform buildings stan­
dards adopted by the Airport Environs Planning Commission is only liable for 
any costs, fees, or awards arising from their ministerial acts. 

HISTORY: 1995 Act No. 100, § 2, eff June 12, 1995. 

ARTICLE 5 

LEXINGTON AND RICHLAND COUNTIES 

§ 55-11-31 o. Richland-Lexington Airport District created. 

Research and Practice References­
2 S.C. Juris. Aviation aud AirportS § 7. 

§ 55-11-320. Richland-Lexington Airport Commission created; mem­
bers; appointment; terms; vacancies; compensation. 

The corporate powers and duties of the Richland-Lexington Airport District 
must be exercised and performed by a commission to be known as Richland­
Lexington Airport Commission. The commission must be composed of ten 

. • l. •.•h~ r:""prnor as follows: four members must be 
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