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The BIG IDPA rcfers to the Self Surwveoy of Conditions Affcetine the
Hegro Population of the Greonwviile, Soubth Carolina Avca, The fact find-
ing was conducted by mere than 200 citizens of both Meprd and white rae-
ces diwdng the summér and fall of 1547, Commititeos compiled reports =nd

mada recanmendations,
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; The Commundty Couneil, working with citizen groups throughout, made
: these findings available'to the public, thus cicouraging tho translation
of the recomicndations into metion,

Tho Big Idea bugan fo pay off in specific improvomonts cven during
the study, and many additlonal improvamonts bawve come about sinee, It
ig difficult to say hoy many of the resulits dircctly came. from the study.
Parhaps 1t would be better to pay the study contributed to a “elimate of
opinionM, which nourishcd the findings, stimmicted thinkine, physienl iie
provements and long rango plamning, It is this Molimate of opinfon®, =
undoubtedly, whlch has modoe moany things possible, and whieh will centiane

LN to influcnce our poople and bring abont progrossive changos in our come
N mund ty,

The study has boon reproduced in two forms: “Everybody's Busiacssh,
a mimcographed, ‘dateiled 85-pago booklob, and "Grecnvillots Big Ideo!, o
smallor, illustrated, printed swamiry of 32 pages,

"The Big Idea Grows" is an attonpt Lo bring up to date the tanzible
rogults ol Greinvillele Self Burvoy, reolized within threo yeans of the
completion and publisizing of the civizons! findings,
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THESE THINGS HAPFENED WHILE THE STUDY WAS BEING MADE:

1.

1ls

General interest was talken in improving recreational opportunities, 4n
gption was taken on land for a State Park.

The Greenville American, Negro Newspaper, was published January 19250 to
November 1951, It was then combined with the Atlanta World, giving sube
scribers a larger weekly paper, with sections devoted to 1oca1 Negro and
communiiy news,

A maternal care project was begun by the auxiliary to the County Medical
Society,

Blinker lights were installed at Negre school crossings for safety,

Interest was shown in improving educational opportunities throughout the
county,

Hegro doctors began atiending meoetings of Creenville Medical Societby,

A Wegro chapter of the Red Cross CGray Ladies was formed, veluntecrs to
erve in Negro wards of the Creenwville CGeneral Hospital,
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The ZWCA Branch Progrem for Hogroos began experimentally,
Botter housing was proposed and slum clearance projects got underwoy,
4 now clementary school was planned for the Wicholtown areca,

There wes inercascd awarcness of the wnhealthy eonditions wnder which
many Nogro familics have had to live,

The City Health Deparimont condomnod scveral slum houses.

Daily nowspapors improved noticcably in handling news about Neogroos:
tho wcrrg Kogro is now proporly canitelised; nowsworthy picturcs of “Jeg-,roca
arc usod,

City Couneil appointed a speelal scmr“lt’cc to investigate cmployment
of Nogro pollecmcn,

Intangiblo gains of the stndy:
0, brought peoplc togothor, not as people of two raecs, but as citi-
#ons with'a common purposSt.
o, strengthoned heereation=Edveation Division of Commmity Council
¢, premoted leadership and purpose 4n the Hogro commnity lisclf
d, opened chennels of commmiestion betwcen white and Negro citizens
2« gave citizens speclfie proposals for commmnity social improvoment



WHAT HAS HAPPRNED SINCE STUDY WAS COMPLETED?

Community Participation

L.

2,

3.

Two Negro YWCA members were elected to the YWCA Board for the first
time,

Community Council membership meetings are now open to all citizens of
the community and a Negro is on the Council Board for the first tine,

The Anmval meeting of Community Chest is open to all eitizens. Thres.

Hegro citizens are now serving on the Community Chest Budget Commitieo.
Pl e T

The number of places whers inter-racial mectings are held has been in-
creased, Prior to the study, Hegro and white had met togother in a fuw
places, but only after the study werc places opened broadly, Among the
places whoere such mectings arc held at present, arc churches (Christ
Ipiscopal, First Baptist, Fourth Presbyterian and others); schools,
goncics {511‘1?211.- on Ariy, TG au,-, Fhillis Wheatley, Community Council);
miblic auditoriums (now ur:mn 7 Court House, City Hall, County Office
Tuilding).

4 Hepro Business and Profossional llents Club has been organized for
the purposc of fostoring civic and social betterment of commund by
lifo,

In a recent Polio drive to seleet the "most beautiful man®, a Nogro {q
was givon the groatost applanse for boing most popular amﬂn" some

thirty candidates for the "most beautiful manM contest. This rccog=
nition came from an audicncc made uwp of mostly white pcople,

On July 18th, 1953 at the Parker Wigh School Auditorium, before an
all-whitc audicnee, a Negro girl won first place among 4l partici-
pants on the USA Talent Show contost conducted by a loecal radio
station., The applause meter record dotormined the winncor,

Tho solicitation of Negrocs in the Commmnity Chost Campaign has boen o
largely moergod with solicitation of other business and professional %
divisions of thu campaign, Tlm torm "logro Division"® has boen done l
away with at the request of the lcgroes,

Edueation
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State Goneral Asscmbly sot up an cducational Finance Commission to
ct an oxtensive program to tromotc the improvement of schools and
thoir physical facilitics, Eavhasis is being giwven to the provide
of cgual faeilities for licgrocs, Such conditions as doublc scssions
o be climinated,

1+
e =] £

3 L 03
O
3

(w]

The School Distriet of Greonville County, Numbor 520 has bocon croated
roplacing the formor systeom of 82 scparate schaol districts in the
county,

2ns transportation for Negro and whitc children is now on the samc
basis, For cxampls, at the begilining of the 1951-52 schocl torm, five
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Education {cont,)

busses were transporting county students to Sterling High School and
one school bus was transporting students betweon Lowndes Hill Scetion
and Nicholtown School, both for tic first time,

4; Free textbooks arce now providod all school children in the county,

5« There is improved instruction ond supcrvision of education throughout
the eounty,

f, A now lunch room and rest room have been built in tho Brutontown School
and the West Greenville School in the Parker Distriet,

Te &4 now clomontary school of 26 roons hos boon complotod in the Fichole
town aroa of Orecnwville,

6. Up teo Jonuery 1, 1953, $1,729,407.28 hod been alloeated to Grocnvillo
County for the purchase of sites and the construction of additions or
now buildings for Nogro schools of Greenville County. Thosc funds hove
boen mode possible throuzh tho South Carolina Sales Tax, Some of the
m2jor projcets, cithor undeiway or to bu completed in the ncar futurc,
arc: a High School in the southorn part of the County in the Fountain
Inn Simpsonville Attondanec Areas an Elementary School in the Ellone-

s Weoodside Attendance Arca, the St. lierli?s Elomentary School in the
Taylers=Greer Arca, and the Travelors Rest Elementary School, Eight
additional rooms will also be added to the Gower School in Groocnville,

9. A full physical oducation and health cdueation program for thc entirg
County is now being conductod for 210 Hegrocs with speeial cmphasis bein
i - g ! E
placced on the opporiunitics aftor school,

10, Iuch intorest has been shown in adult cducation work with thoe cbjeetive
of inercasing thesc opportunitics wheonowver possiblao,

Hoalth

1, The Gowor Strect Schocl P.T.A. and City Health Depertment jointly spone
sorcd o clean-up ecampaign in that neiphborhood,

2, Graenvillc Genercl Hospital Board made available staff privileges to
doctors, based on medieal gqualilications and ethieal standards,

3. Two Inctitutes on Human Growth and Development were planuned jointly,
the courses being offered Megro and white simultaneously, but at dif=-
ferent locations,

Ity Worl: progressed toward an enlarged Ceneral Hospital which will provide
many additional facilities and services to Negroes,

Ee The application of physicians to the Greenville County HMedieol Socioty
is acted upon according to qualifications and ethieal stendords; withe
out regard to race or creed,
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Health (cont.}
wras
6, The Human Crowth and Development Institute for September, 1953 will-be
non=-segregatedy previous Institutes have been on a segregated basis,

Fres
The three local Negro dentists are helpir~ —namidaldantai nana_fior =< gh
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HOUS1ng

1. The City Council took a strong stand relative to Negro housing to make
possible a low income Federal Housing Project of 3LB units ealled
Field Crest Village, The Project was completed during spring of 1952,

2, The Roosevelt Heights Housing Project of 300 units was completed during
1950,

3. The local Housing aAunthority completed the 8lum Clearance Survey which
disclosed that of all slum dwellings nceding replacement 85% arc Megro
and 15% white,  An offort is being made to improve the slum arcas either

o by-a complcte rundevclonmunt or renovation of buildings so they will cone-
form with the City Code, which is considered adequote,

he A locol Negro citizen is devoloping a restricted Negro residential
arca which was very mach necdod,

Industry and Employmcnt

1., A loezl radio station was hired for coumercial time for the first time
in conncetion with the opeoning of 2 now Hegro business,

24 Another Negro cab company with six cabs and its own radio system is now
serving tho population,

3« Orconville now has a Negro lawyor who came to the sity late in 1951,

4e A Ncgro has been employed as Ficld Roprescentative by a national dis-
tributing company to cover scvoral states, including South Corolins,

5. Four llcgroes have been regularly employed as announcers by o loeal
rodio station,

6s A local whitc-owned business promoted their Negro delivery man to a
skilicd job in their plant,

Te During the past Eﬁﬂr years throc Hegro postal employces werc cmployed
for the first time,



Law Enforcement
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Newspapers are favorable to the appointment of Hegro policemen, but no
action has been talien by the Police Commission,

City Council passed an anti-mask bill,

The Council of Church Women has secured considerable support in its
request to establish two rehabilitation camps (ene for Negroes, one
for whites) for youthful and inexperienced prisoners who are sent to
he county prison camps,

The County Delegation appointed a liehabilitation Board and will approve
a sum of $5,000 as extrs funds to be used in beginning the rehabilita-
tion prosram.

‘e County Delagation has a special Committee studying the centire penal
gsystem of the County., Much imorovement in the handling of prisoners
may come from this Study.

The City Civil Service Commission, the City Council, and cdhier respon-
gible groups have no objeoction to Megroocs being appointed as policencn
mroviding they meet the qualifications expected of others who pass
examinations,

Rocreation
e e - ——

1l

2e

3

lie

Four Recreational Training Institutes (Social Recreation, Conduct of
Playgrounds, and Crafts) have been offored by the Community Council and
City Park and Reereation Department, Joint planning for the concurrent
institutes was established as a wmethod of work,

The Recrcation-Bducation Divislon of the Community Council loecatod a
site for a Negro State Park in Crecnville County; the County Legislaw
tive Delegation provided funds to purchasc this 300 acre sitey 2 fivoe
vcar plan of development of the park is underway, with first year funds
appropriated by the State Legislaturo, Tho park was namod Pleasant
Ridge State Perk, The water dam hos been completed and will provido

a large area for swimming and boating, Pienie arcas will be aweilable,
along with some shelters, A now housc has been built for the susorine
tondent, who is a Negro, fommorly of Groonville, Although funds hove
rnot been provided by the Logislature for further dovelopmont of the
park during 1952=53, an cffort is being made to scecurc funds to contimo
the deveclopment plan that has beon storted, The State Higlway Deport-
mont has promised to pave a road into the park from the main hishmay,

A new Wegro commercial theater wos opened Jammary 1951, showing a
bottor class of pietures,

A Hegro USO for scrvicemen wos oponed in Scptomber of 1251, Plans for

enlorging and improving the focilitics wore ammounced in Jonuary of
this year,
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Reereation (cont.)

.5« The first Negro Reecrcation Supcrvisor was appointed by the city,
February 1, 1951,

G« The City Porks and Recreation Depariment enlarged the playszround staff,
A new lighted softball ficzld was opcned, and plans made to develop ro-
croation areas on land made available by two housing projects,

Te TWCA Branch program began cporation under a full time professional
leader, paid from Comminity Chest funds, A building is rented for tuc
Bronch Headquarters,

;' ———=f, The dtudy of Phillis Wheatley was completed, as recommended in the
s : Sclf Survoy,
. _ 9« The number of Nogro Boy Scout troops incrcased to 30 from approximotely
L " i |
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10, MNegrocs arc being admitted to sevorsl large community cultural and ro-
ligious programs, for instonece: Don Cossacks Chorus, Horaece Heidils
Amatour Program, cte, Nogro eitizons are bringing Hegro artists to
the city: Hozel Scott in 1951, Marion Anderson in 1952 (o none-coge
regated audience with oxecllont attendance),

1l. Hoppy ilearts Park provides a small combinstion wading-swimming peol,
Limited leadership is cmployed,

12, Hogro P,T.A. groups weroe stimulated to sponsor Roecreation progreoms in
Freotown, Oscar Stroct, Brutontaowmn,

13, The Public Library Beoard purchased 2 building on Bast McBeco Avonuc and
catablished a mach improved Hogro Branch Library.

~ 1. The first out-door swimming pool (20 x LO foot) was built at the
hillis Wheatloy Centor and ononed for use in Junc, 1953,

15, The City Couneil purchased 2 49 aere tract of land on which will be
dovoloped the first large City Hegro Park, A4 large oute=door swimming
pool will be roady for use about Scptamber 1, 1953, Mony othor
roercational opportunitios will be available at this park, Tho housec
at the park is scrving as nn indoor reereation contor,

16. The City Reersation Department opencd the Mayberry Park Community
Center Building for usc on May 23, 1953,

17. The Groonville Kiwanis Club and the YA, in cooporation with tho City
Recrcation Departmont, spmsorod during August, 19253 the first ilegro
Day Conp for girls,

18, The County Legislative Delegation approved %500 for leadorship at
Hopoy Huorts Park for the swmer of 1953,

Religious Resourcos

l. Scwveral churchoes have sponsorcd wock-doy activitics with vwluntoer
leadership.
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Religious Resourcos (cont,)
2, A lcgro Council of Church Women hos boon formed,

3+ The Episcopal Church hos incrcased activitics 2t the St., Philips Nogro
Churel,

i, FProsbytorian Churchos of the eity hcve joined togethor in buying 1nnd,
roising money for the construction of a Hogro Presbyterian Chwrch in
Hicholtown, and supplying 2 Hogro Presbyterian minister during the post
year, This will be continued for the present time throuvgh the joint
support af 211 loeal Prosbytoricn Chwrchoes,

L
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White and Negro Bopilst lenders ore coaplceting plans for ostablishing
a schoul far the training of Negro mindlstors and chureh loadors in up-
por South Carolina, A group in the IMirst Boaptist Church is oroviding
funds for the cduention of o Hegro minister,

6. Bewveral Hegro ehurches hove improved their physical plants bor mnking
additions to thoir church sand oducztioncl spoce,

Sonitation

1. Two downtown businesses, one & dopartment store, have provided rest
rooms for HNegroes,

Troansvorbation

i. Thite and MNegro citizens apreared Lefore City Council remquesting cityr
tus transportation for 600 loczl students attending Sterling Hizh
Schﬂﬂli

2, Southern Railway improved MNegro rest room and drinking facilities.

3. Extra busses are now being r»un durinz peak hours in Wicholbtown and
Fielderest Area.

Tfelfare

1, The Montal Hygiens Clinic opcned, serving white and legroes,

2, 4 State Industrizl School for delingment Wegro girls was built near
Goluwnbia,

3. A voluntecr sponsored Day Hursery has becn operating in the Flolderczst
Village housing projeet, Thisz program was initiated by the Tononts
agsocintion members who live thoro,

L. Several Negro citizens have boen active in raising money for a iegro
Doy harsery program, It is hoped thet another Negro Day Nursory will
be opened during tho coming yaor,

. A 201 fme day mrscery iz in oporation at the Allon Temple Hothodist
Chureh,
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Misecollancous

1. Modern problems and social studics classcs in loeal white high schools
have studicd the contents of the study, cmphasizing the procoss, Thoy
have hoard spockoers on phases of the findings and visited Negro groups
ond facilitics for first hand informntiom,

2, Impctus was also given to people in other commnitics:

« Through Southorn Regional Cowieil bullotin,

« lhrough nowspapers and mozaszine storics appearing in the low Tork

Times, New Tork Horald Teibwne, Christian Scicnec Monitor, doily
cwspapers tnroughout the country, Community Chosts and Covneils
of amcrica magnzine, Hobtional YWEL magazine and many othors,

¢, Through Conifurcnees with loenders from othor towns, hoeld inform-
ally ate
1. Dluc Ridge Institute, Blue Ridge, N. C., 1550-53,

2, YWCi Roeglonal Mceting, stlanta, Ga,, 1951,
3o Picdmont Regional (South Corolina) Conforence of Soeial 1o s
Clomson, 8. C., 1250,
i, Southurn Socioclogienl Soclcty, adtlanta, Georgia, 1950,
5. Southcastorn Conferoneco Cormmnity Chosts and Councils, Ddzawator
Park, Miss,, March 1951.
G, Hational Confurcnee of Cammnity Chests and Couneils, iHlwauicca,
Wis,, Fobruary 1952,
7o National Mocting of Comsmmnity tlclfare Council Lezders, Cloveland,
Chio, Jamary 1953,

d, Through rcquests thoat have boen roceived from loading librorics
tiroughout the nation asidng for conies of the study to be on filc
in the ressarch departmonts, Scowvercl gzrodusto studonts hawve written
for more information on the study,
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THE COMMUNITI COUNCIL

is interoested in maintaining up to date records on all community widoe e
provemzcnts in the ficlds of health, reercation, cdueation, and goneral wol-
forc, I the list of improvements listod on the preceding pages is not
complote please call the matter to the attontion of the Community Council
O0fficc, You aro also askod to help leep this list up to date in the future,
The Couneil plans to issuc anmmally o ropert similar te this one and will,
thercefore, nocd your help in keoping tho list of improved scrvices and
opportunitics current,

Tolephono: 2=1589

112 W. MeBee Avcnuc

P. 0. Box 1085

Greenville, South Carolina
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President: iHrs, Doavid Hlson
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