LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATI NPLANI .
= . = Long Range Transportation Plan

Introduction

This chapter examines the existing transportation network and establishes a foundation
upon which to determine the improvements necessary given current growth and
development patterns. The chapter begins with an overview of the connection between
transportation and land use before profiling the existing highway network and
discussing corridor operations and traffic congestion. The chapter closes with the
results of detailed crash analysis and potential countermeasures for high occurrence
crash locations.

Transportation and Land Use

An efficient transportation system connects neighborhoods and activity centers via a
network of streets, paths, and trails that are safe and supportive of pedestrians,
bicyclists, transit patrons, cars, and trucks. Such a system offers choice for short and
long trips and promotes convenient movement of people and goods.

Equally important to the relationship between activity centers and the transportation
network that links them is the choice provided to transportation users within the center.
While all streets are not created the same, every street contributes to the form of the
neighborhood, city, and region. Narrow two-lane streets with on-street parking and
safe pedestrian crossings lead to visibly different land uses and building forms when
compared with those presented by high-speed, multi-lane divided highways. Both types
of streets are needed in most cities and regions, prompting the local officials to
determine the frequency and location of each type. As the region continues to grow,
continuous evaluations of the transportation impacts of land use decisions as well as the
land use impacts of transportation decisions is imperative.

Chapter 3
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area with competing priorities. In the past, traffic mobility overshadowed other
priorities of a street, such as the promotion of other modes and the relationship to land
use and urban design. For a diverse region such as the GPATS area, the balance of
access, connectivity, and safety with social and environmental stewardship forces
innovative solutions. (Table 3.1 summarizes three general categories of activity centers

that exist in the GPATS area.)

Table 3.1 — Activity Centers

Center Type

Characteristics

Regional Activity Center

Local Example
= Downtown Greenville

= Woodruff Road at I-385 (Greenville Mall area)
= Haywood Mall area

Large-scale, transit supportive center of employee-intensive land uses

Core areas contain large-scale and high intensity urban land uses that
are supported by and serve communities within the region

Accessed by interstates/ freeways, principal arterials, and public
transportation (preferably regional transit)

Served by municipal water and sewer
Higher residential densities

Balance between residential/non-residential land use

Neighborhoods and activity centers B

often depend on a few corridors to i 2“

link homes with jobs, schools, >, (Ekx
restaurants, stores, and other ‘\‘ ?’/‘
destinations. The mix of these N
origins and destinations has a
dramatic effect on the choice
provided to users as well as the
character of the community. The
success of corridors within and
between activity centers often leans
of the intended function of the
street. The challenge we now face is

Community Activity Center

Local Example
= University Center (SC 291 at Laurens Road)

® Cherrydale (SC 291 at Poinsett Highway)

® Fairview Road (Simpsonville)

* Butler Road (Mauldin)

= Pelham Road west of 1-85

= Greenville Tech Campus

= SC 153 at SC 81 (Powdersville)

® Augusta Street from SC 20 (Grove Road) to Faris Road

Include a combination of retail, personal services, civic, educational,
and social uses that serve needs of surrounding neighborhoods

Core areas contain medium-scale development that is focused on
serving the day-to-day needs and activities of the core area occupants,
as well as the greater needs of the surrounding neighborhoods

Accessed by principal arterials and public transportation
Served by municipal water and sewer
Medium density residential areas

Residential/ non-residential land use mix is approximately 60/40

balancing the mobility needs of an

Neighborhood Activity Center

Local Example
* Downtown Fountain Inn, Simpsonville, Greer, Travelers
Rest, Liberty, Pickens, Easley

= West Greenville SC 124 (Pendleton Street) at Traction Street
= Fast North Street at Overbook Road
® Brushy Creek Road at Old Spartanburg Road

Largely residential with a mixed-use core that serves as a focal point
for the neighborhood and provides retail and service needs

Mixture of low and medium density residential areas

Accessed by principal and minor arterials with integrated collector
street access

Transit service is provided or desired
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