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GGRREEEENNVVIILLLLEE  CCOOUUNNTTYY  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  
MMIINNUUTTEESS  

  CCoommmmiitttteeee  ooff  tthhee  WWhhoollee    
  

AAuugguusstt  1155,,  22001177  
44::3399  pp..mm..    

CCoouunnttyy  SSqquuaarree  ––  CCoonnffeerreennccee  RRoooomm  DD 
 COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

Mr. Butch Kirven, Chairman  
Mr. Willis Meadows, Vice Chairman  

Mrs. Xanthene Norris, Chairman Pro Tem 
Mr. Joe Dill 

Mr. Mike Barnes 
Mr. Sid Cates 

Mr. Rick Roberts 
Mr. Bob Taylor 
Mrs. Liz Seman 

Mr. Ennis Fant, Sr. 
Mr. Lynn Ballard 

Mr. Fred Payne left the meeting @ 5:30 p.m. 
  

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, notice of the meeting date, time, place and agenda was posted on the bulletin 
board at the County Square and made available to the newspapers, radio stations, television stations and concerned Citizens. 

 
 

STAFF PRESENT 
 
Joe Kernell, County Administrator  
Mark Tollison, County Attorney 
Kimberly Wunder, Assistant County Attorney 
John Hansley, Deputy County Administrator 
Theresa Kizer, Clerk to Council 
Regina McCaskill, Deputy Clerk to Council 
Paula Gucker, Assistant County Administrator, Public Works 
Shannon Herman, Assistant to the County Administrator 
Bob Mihalic, Governmental Relations Officer 
 
 
 
 
OTHERS PRESENT  
 
Beverly James, Executive Director, Greenville County Library System 
Sheriff Will Lewis, Sheriff’s Office 
Captain Damon Hubber, Emergency Preparedness Director 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER Chairman Butch Kirven 
  
  
  
  
INVOCATION  Councilor Lynn Ballard 
  
 
 
 



 

Greenville County Council – Committee of the Whole 
August 15, 2017 

Page 2 of 7 

 
                     

 

Item (3)                                                 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
  
ACTION: Councilor Norris moved to approve the minutes of the July 18, 2017, Regular Committee of 

the Whole meeting.                      
  

   Motion carried unanimously. 
  
  

Item (4) ECLIPSE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT UPDATE 
  
 Presented by:  Captain Damon Hubber, Director 

Emergency Operations 
  
  Total eclipse August 21, 2017 

 Starts around 1:09 p.m., totality at 2:38 p.m. and out of Greenville County by 4:00 p.m. 
 Expected to last about 2 minutes and 10 seconds 
 Last total eclipse was 99 years ago 
 Plans have been underway for quite some time to deal with traffic, crowds, etc. 
 Hotels have reported full capacity 
 Expecting 500,000 to 2 million visitors 
 Solar glasses to employees, law enforcement and fire departments 
 County sectioned in 3 regions with an Incident Command Centers in each 
 The Incident Command Centers will collect information and relay to appropriate areas 

and groups 
 300 – 16,000 people are expected at various events 
 Resources are ready and County is prepared 
 Heavy traffic expected, perhaps through Wednesday 
 Concerned about people stopping on the road to view the eclipse 
 Monitoring the weather conditions 
 If cloudy, could be best for the County in terms of safety, traffic, etc.  
 Out-of-country visitors 
 May have to deal with language barriers with international visitors 
 DOT will not allow lane closures 8/16 – 8/22; no road construction during eclipse 
 Red Cross on stand-by and 2 shelters will open, if needed 
 Highway Patrol moving all resources to areas that will experience totality 
 Every municipality in the County will also have additional manpower 

  
 Councilor Roberts stated he was concerned about people viewing the eclipse from 

rooftops. He inquired if there was a concern about rooftop parties. Councilor Roberts stated 
he heard there would be numerous “Mardi Gras” type parties with drinking and driving.  

  
 Captain Hubber stated rooftop and parking deck parties were expected, especially in the 

city limits of Greenville. He stated there were only two parties of this type planned in the City 
of Greenville, per Mayor White.  

  
 Sheriff Lewis stated the goal was to preserve social order.  
  
 Councilor Ballard asked if the 350 deputies employed by Greenville County would be 

spread throughout the County.  
  
 Sheriff Lewis stated the deputies would be spread throughout the County in order to deter 

problems rather than respond to problems.  
  
 Councilor Ballard asked if the area hospitals were on stand-by for emergencies. 
  
 Sheriff Lewis stated the hospitals were ready.  
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 Councilor Payne asked if capacity limits had been set for the scheduled events.  
  
 Sheriff Lewis stated 95% of the venues were not charging fees for admission and there was 

no way to limit the number of people at the events. 
  
 Chairman Kirven asked about the extended weather forecast for Monday.  
  
 Captain Hubber stated Emergency Operations had a meteorologist on staff and added the 

forecast for Monday was for sunny skies. 
  
 Councilor Roberts asked if solar glasses were available. 
  
 Captain Hubber stated the public planned events would have solar glasses available.  
  
  
Item (5) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING / CA4I 
  
 CA4I made a PowerPoint Presentation 
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Councilor Payne recused himself from discussion and voting on the item due to a potential 
conflict of interest. (Councilor Payne left the meeting at 5:30 p.m.) 

  
ACTION: Councilor Seman moved to approve the Memorandum of Understanding between 

Greenville County and Carolinas Alliance 4 Innovation (CA4I). 
  
ACTION: Councilor Taylor called the question. Without objection, the question was called. 
  
 Motion carried unanimously with one (Payne) written abstention.  
  
Item (6) ADJOURNMENT 

  
ACTION: Councilor Taylor moved to adjourn.  

  
 Motion carried unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 5:34 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted:  

   
   
 Theresa B. Kizer, Clerk to Council  
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